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Prentiss County School District Procedures for Enrolling Homeless Students 
 
The McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act assures preschool-aged and school-
aged children certain rights. 
 
Definition: 
The McKinney-Vento Acts defines “homeless children and youth” as individuals who lack a fixed, 
regular, and adequate nighttime residence. The term includes: 

  
Children and youth who are: 
• Sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a 

similar reason (sometimes referred to as doubled-up);  
• Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to lack of alternative 

adequate accommodations;  
• Living in emergency or transitional  shelters; Abandoned in hospitals;  
• Awaiting foster care placement;  

 
• Children and youth who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private 

place not designed for, or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for 
human beings;    Children and youth who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, 
abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; and   
Migratory children who qualify as homeless because they are living in circumstances 
described above.  

 
Requirements: 
The McKinney-Vento Act provides certain rights for homeless students. They include waiving 
certain requirements such as proof of residency when students are enrolling and allowing 
categorical eligibility for certain services. The Act also states: 
 

• Homeless students may attend their school of origin or the school where they are 
temporarily residing.  

 
• Homeless students must be provided a written statement of their rights when they 
enroll and at least two times per year  

 
• Homeless students may enroll without school, medical, or similar records.  

 
• Homeless students have a right to transportation to school.  

 
• Students must be provided a statement explaining why they are denied any service 
or enrollment.  

 
• Students must receive services, such as transportation, while disputes are being 
settled.  

 
Procedures for Identifying a Homeless Student 
A student may be considered homeless if: 

• The student indicates a homeless status at the time of enrollment 
• School personnel refer a child to the district McKinney-Vento Liaison- LEA will in turn 

work with SEA to determine eligibility  
• An affidavit of residency indicates that the arrangement is temporary due to necessity 

(due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason)  



 
Procedures for Enrolling a Homeless Student 
The school may not deny, delay, or transfer enrollment solely because a student is homeless, or 
because a homeless student is unable to produce school, medical, or residency records. 
 
A school enrolling, or about to enroll, a homeless student shall: 

• Immediately enroll the student, regardless of the availability of educational and/or 
immunization records. 

o If a student attempts to register without a parent/guardian, effort should be made to 
contact the parent/guardian.  

o The homeless student may not be barred from enrollment due to lack of 
immunization until an effort has been made to obtain records. If records cannot be 
obtained, assistance should be provided in getting the student properly immunized.  

o If a birth certificate is not available, the student should be registered. Department of 
Human Services may be contacted to assist in obtaining a copy of the birth certificate.  

o The student will be identified as homeless in SAM7.  
• Make a reasonable effort to verify that the child is homeless.  
• Contact the school last attended to obtain relevant academic and other records. 

o If student records cannot be obtained or records are not available an educational 
record (cumulative folder) will be developed. In these cases, an academic diagnostic 
test may be administered to assist in the determination of the student’s skill levels 
and appropriate placement.  

o Priority shall be given in evaluations of homeless student suspected of having a 
disability.  

• Provide free meals within one school day after the student enrolled. If necessary, 
assistance will be provided for completion of free and reduced lunch forms.  

• Provide access to the same services comparable to those offered to other students in 
the school which the homeless student attends such as:  

o transportation services  
o educational services 
o school nutrition programs 
o vocational and technical programs 
o extra-curricular and enrichment activities  

• Coordinate with and/or refer student to other community resources in offering assistance 
to the homeless student/family  

• Contact the district homeless liaison 
 It is important that the academic and educational programs for children who are temporarily without a 
home are no different than those of the general student population. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Prentiss County School District 

Transportation of Homeless Children and Youth Policy 
 
 
 
Key Transportation Contact: Bobby Johnson, Director of Transportation 
 
 
 
The mode of transportation for homeless and other highly mobile students is determined by the 
student’s best interest. 
 
School AdministrationÕs Role  
 

1. Provide Transportation Director with information about the transportation needs and pickup 
location of homeless students.  

 
2. Provide Transportation Director with the name of each homeless student’s grade placement, 
contact information, and classroom teacher’s name.  

 
 
Transportation DirectorÕs Role  
 

1. Communicate regularly with the district homeless liaison and principals of schools which 
serve homeless students.  

 
2. Establish procedures to receive information about the transportation needs and pickup 
location of homeless students.  

 
3. Train bus drivers on the rights and needs of homeless students, as well as on the need for 
sensitivity and confidentiality.  

 
4. Develop a bus routing system that can respond flexibly and quickly to new “pickups.”  

 
5. Work with parents or guardians to arrange for transportation that is in the student’s best 
interest, including transportation to and from the school or origin, if necessary.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Prentiss County School District 

 

Procedures for Resolution of Disputes Regarding Placement of Homeless 
Students 

 
1.  If a dispute arises over school selection or enrollment, the Prentiss County School District shall 
 
immediately enroll the homeless student in the school in which enrollment is sought by the parent or 
guardian, pending resolution of the dispute. Disputes shall be resolved at the district level rather than the 
school level. The same provision applies to placement of unaccompanied youth. Inter-district enrollment 
disputes shall be resolved at the state educational agency level. 
 
2. The Prentiss County School District shall provide the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth with a 
written statement of the school placement decision and the appeal rights. The unaccompanied youth, 
parents, or guardian shall be referred to the Prentiss District liaison, who shall expeditiously carry out the 
dispute resolution process. 
 
3. The dispute resolution process involving intra-district disputes shall be informal and accessible. 
Parents, guardians, and unaccompanied youth may initiate the dispute resolution process directly at the 
school they choose, as well as at the school district or Prentiss McKinney-Vento Liaison’s office. The 
process officially begins by parents, guardians, or youth completing and turning the form in to the school or 
District. Parents, guardians, and unaccompanied youth shall be informed that they can provide written or 
oral documentation to support their position.  
 
4. Written notice shall be written in a language the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth can 
understand and include the following:  

A. Contact information for the Prentiss County School District McKinney-Vento Liaison and State 
coordinator, with a brief description of their roles.  
B.  A simple, detachable form that parents, guardians may complete and turn in to  

 
 the school to initiate the dispute process. The school shall copy the form 
 and return the copy to the parent, guardian, or youth for their records when 
 it is submitted. 

 
C.  A step-by-step description of how to dispute the school’s decision.  

 
D. Notice of the right to enroll immediately in the school of choice pending resolution of the dispute.  

E. Notice that “immediate enrollment” includes full participation in all school activities.  
 

F. Notice of the right to appeal to the State if the district-level resolution is not satisfactory.  
 

G. Timelines for resolving district and State appeals.  
 
5. All written protests submitted to the District, shall be considered by the Prentiss County School 
Board at the first regularly scheduled meeting subsequent to the submission of the written protest.  
 
6. For inter-district disputes, representatives from all involved districts and the state educational agency 
shall be present to resolve the dispute. The state-level appeal process, involving the State coordinator, shall 
be used to resolve the dispute. The State established timelines for resolution shall be followed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Prentiss County School District 

Procedures Manual for Assisting Unaccompanied Youth 

 

The term “unaccompanied youth” includes a youth who is not in the physical custody of a 
parent/guardian (McKinney-Vento Act Sec. 725[6]).  These youth may have been denied housing 
by their families, left home voluntarily, or been abandoned by their parents or guardians.    

Unaccompanied youth include youth in homeless situations and have the same rights as other 
students experiencing homelessness.  Specifically, they have the right to  

• Remain in their school of origin or enroll in the school where they are temporarily residing. 
• Transportation to and from the school of origin. 
• Immediately enroll in a school serving the area in which they are currently living even if they 

don’t have the typically required documents or a parent or guardian to authorize their 
enrollment.   

• Equal access to programs and services. 

 

Unaccompanied youth will be referred to the District McKinney-Vento Liaison, who is responsible 
for 

• Helping unaccompanied youth choose and enroll in a school, after considering the youth’s 
wishes. 

• Attempting to identify an adult in the youth’s life who can act as a caregiver.  If such person 
is identified, the District McKinney-Vento Liaison will request that the caregiver completes 
the District’s “Caregiver Authorization Form” at the chosen school of enrollment.  However, 
the identification of a caregiver and the completion of a “Caregiver Authorization Form” are 
NOT required for enrollment. 

• Informing unaccompanied youth of their rights to transportation and assisting youth in 
accessing transportation. 

• Providing unaccompanied youth with notice of their right to appeal school or school district 
decisions and ensuring that youth are immediately enrolled in school pending resolution of 
disputes. 

• Serving as the youth’s advocate during the dispute resolution process.  The youth shall 
remain in the selected school while the dispute is being resolved. 

• Informing school personnel of the specific needs of runaway and homeless unaccompanied 
youth. 

• Referring youth to federally-financed youth shelters, the local social service agency, and 
other programs available. 
*Please see the Prentiss County School District Procedures Manual for Enrolling Homeless 
Students for further details regarding enrollment of unaccompanied youth. 
 

 
 
 
 



Please Post 

 

Prentiss County School District 
 

Information for McKinney-Vento Children and Youth The Right to a 
Free and Appropriate Public Education McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Education Assistance Act 
 

 
Prentiss County School District McKinney-Vento Policy 
 
The Prentiss County School District recognizes its obligation to ensure that homeless children have access to the 
same free and appropriate public education provided to other children within the district. The district shall remove 
barriers to enrollment and provide homeless students with access to education and other services necessary for these 
students to meet the same challenging performance standards as other students. Students shall not be segregated 
into a separate school or program based on their statutes as homeless, nor shall homeless students be stigmatized in 
any way. 
 
The designated homeless liaison shall ensure that placement decisions for homeless students are based on the 
student's best interest as defined in law and administrative regulation. 
 
Legal Reference: H.R.1, Public Law 107-110, reauthorized by the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) 2001, Title X, Part-
Homeless Education, Subtitle B of Title VII, McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act 2002: Education for Homeless 
Children and Youth (42 USC 11432 et seq.) Sections 721-726. 
 
Local Liaison for McKinney-Vento Education:   Kim Hamm  Phone: 662-728-9408  ext 313 
 
Resources and Organizations 
-National Coalition for the Homeless: http://www.nationalhomeless.org/ 
-National Association of the Education of Homeless Children and Youth: http://naehcy.org/ -National Law Center for Homeless and 
Poverty: http://www.nlchp.org/ 
-National Network for Youth: http://www.nn4youth.org/ 
-National Center for Homeless Education: http://www.serve.org/nche 
 
FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) 
Q.  Who is homeless?  
A.  Anyone who, due to lack of housing, lives:    in a shelter,  in a motel, in a vehicle, in a campground, on the street, 

doubled up with relatives or friends  
Q.  Where can homeless children and youth attend school?  
A.  The school in which the child or youth was last enrolled (school of origin)  

or the school in the attendance area where the child or youth is temporarily living  
Q. Can students experiencing homelessness be denied enrollment if the parent/guardian does not have proof of   

residency?  
A.  NO. The parent/guardian may sign an affidavit stating that the family is staying in temporary accommodations.  
Q.  What if the parent/guardian does not have the school records for a child experiencing homelessness?  
A.  Ask that the homeless child or youth be enrolled in school until the records arrive.  
Ask that a student’s immunization records be transferred over the phone from the sending school to receiving school. 

 
 
 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Prentiss County School District 
Student/Family Residence Que stionnaire  

Your child may be eligible for additional educational services through Title I Part A, Title I Part C-Migrant, and/or 
Federal McKinney-Vento Assistance Act.  Eligibility can be determined by completing this questionnaire.  

1. Presently, are you and/or your family living in any of the following situations?  Check all that apply. 

!  A. Temporarily sharing the housing of others due to loss of housing, economic hardship or similar reason 

!  B. Waiting for foster care placement 

!  C. Temporarily living in a motel or hotel due to loss of housing, economic hardship or similar reason 

!  D. Living in a car, park, campground, abandoned building, or other inadequate accommodation 

!  E. Staying in a shelter (family shelter, domestic violence shelter, youth shelter) or FEMA trailer 

!  F. Living alone as a minor student(s) without an adult (Note to office personnel-unaccompanied youth 
and their adult caregiver should complete the Caregiver Authorization Form to address guardianship 
issues)  

!  G. Other living arrangement that is not fixed, regular, or adequate 
2.       
  
 
  

3.  Please list all children currently living with you.  
 
First                               Middle                    Last             

 
M/F 

 
Birthdate 

 
Grade 

 
School Name 

     
     
     
     
*****Note to office personnel*****  Any pre -school aged children should be reported to the District 
Federal Programs Office via the McKinney -Vento Preschool Referral Form.   

 
The undersigned parent/guardian certifies that the information provided above is accurate . 

  
 

 

Print  Parent/Guardian Name   Signature      Date 
  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Area Code) Phone number   Street Address    City    State    Zip 
 
Your children have the right to: 

"  Continue to attend school in the school attended before you became displaced (school of origin). 
"  Receive transportation to the school of origin  
"  Enroll in school without giving a permanent address and attend classes while the school arranges for a school transfer, immunization 

records or other documents required for enrollment. 
"  Receive the same special programs and services, if needed, as provided to all other children served in these programs. 
"  Have enrollment disputes quickly addressed. 

The McKinney Vento Education Assistance Act and the PCSD Board of Education ensure the educational rights above for all eligible students. If you wish to 
have a copy of this document, please ask the staff person helping you today to make one.  

 
"  PCSD staff assisting with this process:  ______________________________   _______ 

      Name &  Signature     Date  
 
Copies to:  Kim Hamm fax 662-728-7325 and studentÕs cumulative folder  

 

 

If you checked any box 
above please complete 
the remainder of this 
form and submit it to 
school personnel.   

 

If you did not check any box 
above, you do not need to 
complete or submit this 
form. 

 

 
Go on                   
##   
 



PRENTISS COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

MCKINNEY -VENTO PRESCHOOL REFERRAL FORM:  AGES 3 -5 

 

DIRECTIONS:  All preschool referrals (ages 3-5) are to be directed to the Prentiss County School 
District Educational Services Center at 102 East Church Street, Booneville, MS, or faxed to 662-728-
9325.  If you have questions, please call Kim Hamm at 662-728-9408  ext#313. 

 

DATE OF REFERRAL:  ___________________________________________________________ 

 

REFERRAL MADE BY ( include name, position, school location, and phone number of person): 

__________________________________________________________________________________________       
(Name)                                                                                 (Position)  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(School Location)       (Phone Number)     

 

CHILDÕS SCHOOL DISTRICT OF RESIDENCE:  ______________________________________ 

CHILDÕS NAME:  __________________________________________________________________ 

CHILDÕS DATE OF BIRTH:  ___________________________ CHILDÕS AGE:  _________ 

(Month)        (Day)        (Year) 

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME:   ___________________________________________________________ 

PARENT/GUARDIAN IS AWARE OF REFERRAL:  ______YES _______ NO 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS (IF DIFFERENT):  _____________________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBERS:  ______________________________________________________________________ 

    (Work)    (Home)    (Cell) 

PRIMARY LANGUAGE SPOKEN IN HOME:  _________________________________________ 

CAN FAMILY RECEIVE A PHONE CALL IN ENGLISH?       _______YES       ________ NO 

IS THE CHILD CURRENTLY ENROLLED IN  PRESCHOOL/DAYCARE? ___YES    ____NO 

IF YES, NAME OF PRESCHOOL/DAYCARE:  _______________________________________ 

 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF CHILDÕS NEEDS OR OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATIO N 
REGARDING CHILDÕS CIRCUMSTANCES:   

___________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

******************************************************************************* ************  

***************************************************************** **************************  

FOR FEDERAL PROGRAMS USE ONLY:  

 

DATE REFERRAL RECEIVED BY FEDERAL PROGRAMS O FFICE:  __________________ 

 

REFERRAL RECEIVED BY:  _______________________________________________________ 

       (Federal Programs Employee Ð Printed Name) 

REFERRAL FORWARDED TO:  ____________________________________________________ 

 

DATE REFERRAL FORWARDED:  __________________________________________________ 

 

FEDERAL PROGRAMS EMPLOYEE SIGNA TURE:  ___________________________________ 

 

 

(The Prentiss County School DistrictÕs ÒMcKinney-Vento Preschool Referral FormÓ is used to meet the requirements 
of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, Seciton 721(1):  Each State educational agency shall ensure that 
each child of a homeless individual and each homeless youth has equal access to the same free, appropriate public 
education, including a public preschool education, as provided to other children and youths.)   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

PRENTISS COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Caregiver Authorization Form 
 
This form is intended to address the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (P.L. 107-110) 
requirement that homeless children have access to education and other services for which they 
are eligible.  The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act states specifically that barriers to 
enrollment must be removed.  In some cases, a child or youth who is homeless may not be able to 
reside with his/her parent or guardian; however, this fact does not nullify the child’s/youth’s right to 
receive a free, appropriate public education. 
 
Instructions: 
Complete this form for a child/youth presenting himself/herself for enrollment while not in the 
physical custody of a parent or guardian. 

� To authorize the enrollment in school of a minor, complete items 1 through 4 and 
sign the form. 
� To authorize the enrollment and school-related medical care of a minor, complete all 
items and sign the form. 

 
I am 18 years of age or older and have agreed to fulfill the role of caregiver for the minor named 
below. 
 
1. Name of Minor:             
 
2. Minor’s date of birth:            
 
3. My name (adult giving authorization):          
 
4. My home address:            
 
              
 
5. Check one or both (for example, if one parent was advised and the other could not be located): 

 I have advised the parent(s) or other person(s) having legal custody of the minor as 
to my intent to authorize medical care and have received no objection. 
 
 I am unable to contact the parent(s) or legal guardian(s) at this time to notify them of 
my intended authorization. 
 

6. My date of birth:             
 
7. My state driver’s license or identification card number:       
 
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Michigan that the foregoing 
information is true and correct. 
 
Signature:  ___________________________________Date: _______________ 
 

*Adapted from materials produced by the California Department of Education 



Prentiss County School District  McKinney-Vento Homeless Referral  
This FORM MUST be on file in the studentsÕ cumulative record 

(one form per family) 
Homeless Liaison:  Kim Hamm                            Contact Information:   Office  662-728-9408 EXT 313 
                                                                                                                                     Fax      662-728-9325 
Date:  
 

School-Aged Children (Please list oldest child first) 
Student 

Last/First Name 
 

Birthdate  
 

Special Ed. 
 

School Enrolled 
 

Grade 
 

Gender 
   yes    no    M    F 
   yes    no    M    F 
   yes    no    M    F 
   yes    no    M    F 
   yes    no    M    F 
   yes    no    M    F 

Non-School Aged Children 
Last/First Name 

 
Birthdate  

Early  
Childhood 

 
School Enrolled 

 
Gender 

 

      M  F  
      M  F  
      M  F  
      M  F  
 
Last School Attended: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Lives With:  Last Name First Name Address (city, state, zip) Home Phone Work Phone 
  Father      
  Mother      
  Other      
  Guardian   Relative   Other (Specify) 

 
What Services are needed by family: 

Areas of Educational and Related Services: 
 

 Transportation      
 School Supplies      
 Help with enrollment 
 Tutoring or other instructional support 
 Counseling (indiv. or group) 
 Activity Fees 
 Special Education (List area(s) __________       

_____________________________________ 
 Gifted or Talented Programs 
 Pre-school Programs 
 After-school Programs 
 Other Languages Spoken (Bilingual/ESL) 
 School/health records needed 
 Special Security/Safety Issues 
 Truancy Issues 
 Other Specify: 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Areas the district will provide family assistance: 
 

 Referral for Community Resources 
  Medical, Dental and Other Health Services 
  Mental Health Services 
  Food and Clothing 
  Housing Support 

 Addressing needs related to domestic violence 
 Parent education related to rights/resources 
 Other Specify: 

 
Family/Student Living:  
 

 Doubled-Up  
 In a motel/hotel  
 In a shelter/transitional living program 
 Unsheltered (e.g., cars, parks, etc.) 
 Awaiting Foster Care placement  
 Runaway child or youth  
 Unknown 

Referred by:                                                   School/Agency/Title:                                               Phone No.: 
 

Please explain what is specifically needed from each category (If more space needed use back of page): 



 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

**Submit form to the Principal, School Homeless Coordinator, and Federal Programs Office (Fax 728-9325) at the 
end of each month when you submit your timesheet.  Maintain copies of the studentsÕ written activities as supporting 
documentation for your intervention sessions. 

Prentiss County School District  
Title X McKinney -Vento Program 

Office of Federal Programs  
Fax 286-1396  

Needs Assessment Survey 

__________ SY 
 

Instructions:  Please rate the following statements on your answer sheet.  

 

A= Agree-Area of Strength  

        

B= Disagree- Area of Weakness/Needs Improvement  

        

C= DonÕt Know/No Opinion 

  

!"!#$%$&&  
1.	 School	personnel	are	made	aware	of	the	issues	related	to	homelessness	and	the	unique	needs	of	children	
and	youth	in	homeless	situations. 
2.	 School	personnel	are	provided	with	training	and	other	learning	opportunities	to	become	familiar	with	the	
McKinney-Vento	Act	and	guidelines	for	serving	homeless	and	unaccompanied	youth. 
3.	 School	personnel	are	made	aware	of	the	availability	of	community	resources	to	assist	homeless	students. 
4.	 Homeless	education	posters	are	displayed	in	the	school. 

'()*+*$&,'#(+$-.#$&  
5.	 A	school-based	homeless	education	liaison	or	other	point	person/interventionist	is	assigned	to	address	the	
needs	of	homeless	students. 
6.	 The	school	has	identified	barriers,	or	potential	barriers,	that	homeless	students	might	face	in	achieving	
success	in	school	and	continuously	works	to	remove	those	barriers. 
7.	 A	residency	questionnaire	is	completed	upon	enrollment	for	all	students	(as	evidenced	by	the	Prentiss	
County	School	District	Student/Family	Residence	Questionnaire,	which	is	included	in	the	school	registration	
packet). 
8.	 Homeless	students	are	enrolled	immediately	and	provided	with	free	meals. 
9.	 Homeless	families	are	informed	of	the	educational	rights	of	their	children	regarding	enrollment,	
transportation,	the	right	to	remain	in	school	of	origin,	etc.,	as	evidenced	by	the	Prentiss	County	School	District	



Public	Notice:		Education	Rights	of	Homeless	Children	and	Youth,	which	is	given	to	all	parents	in	the	school	
registration	packet. 
10.	 Homeless	parents	are	treated	with	discretion	and	dignity	when	information	is	being	requested	from	and	
provided	to	them. 
11.	 Homeless	parents	are	linked	to	needed	resources	(as	evidenced	by	the	Prentiss	County	School	District	
McKinney-Vento	Homeless	Referral	form	that	is	completed	for	all	homeless	students,	shared	with	the	district	
homeless	liaison,	and	placed	in	the	student’s	cumulative	folder). 
12.	 Appropriate	confidentiality	of	homeless	students	is	maintained. 
13.	 Parent	involvement	activities	and	initiatives	are	implemented	school-wide.	 
14.	 Supports	are	provided	to	encourage	and	assist	the	involvement	of	homeless	families	in	the	school. 
15.	 The	school	ensures	that	homeless	students	are	included	in	the	testing	program. 
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16.	 The	school	and/or	district	provides	basic	services	and	supports,	such	as	school	supplies,	fee	waivers,	and	
immediate	enrollment	to	homeless	students.	 
17.	 Homeless	students	have	opportunities	and	support	for	full	participation	in	extra-curricular	activities. 
18.	 Outreach	efforts	are	in	place	to	target	homeless	and	unaccompanied	youth. 
19.	 Outreach	efforts	are	in	place	to	target	homeless	preschool-aged	children	(as	evidenced	by	the	Prentiss	
County	School	District	McKinney-Vento	Preschool	Referral	Form:		Ages	3-5).	 
20.	 Outreach	efforts	are	in	place	to	target	homeless	migrant	students	(as	evidenced	by	the	MS	Migrant	
Education	Service	Center	Survey	for	Identification	and	Recruitment). 
21.	 Outreach	efforts	are	in	place	to	target	homeless	students	awaiting	foster	care	placement. 
22.	 Barriers	to	enrollment	for	these	groups	are	being	eliminated. 
23.	 Preschool-aged	children	in	homeless	situations	are	linked	to	public	preschool	programs	in	the	district	(as	
evidenced	by	the	Prentiss	County	School	District	McKinney-Vento	Preschool	Referral	Form:		Ages	3-5). 
24.	 It	is	likely	that	there	are	homeless	children	and	youth	who	have	not	been	identified	and	are	not	attending	
school	in	this	school	zone. 
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25.	 The	number	of	homeless	students	included	in	testing	is	increasing	each	year. 
26.	 The	academic	proficiency	of	homeless	students	is	increasing. 
27.	 In	addition	to	academic	achievement	scores,	the	school	measures	other	proficiency	indicators,	such	as	
attendance,	grade-level	promotion/retention,	graduation	rates,	disciplinary	referrals,	etc. 
28.	 The	school	offers	tutorial	services	and	other	academic	supports	to	meet	the	needs	of	homeless	students. 
29.	 The	school	provides	homeless	youth	with	opportunities	to	make	up	credits	lost	due	to	homelessness. 
30.	 The	school	ensures	that	special	education	evaluations	and	services	for	homeless	students	with	IEPs	are	
expedited. 
31.	 The	school	ensures	that	academically	gifted	and	talented	homeless	students	have	access	to	appropriate	
services. 
32.	 Overall,	the	school’s	Title	X	McKinney-Vento	Program	is	successful	in	providing	appropriate	and	effective	
services	for	homeless	and	unaccompanied	children	and	youth. 
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33.	 The	school-based	homeless	education	liaison	communicates	regularly	with	the	district	local	liaison. 
34.	 Homeless	education	and	Title	IA	school	personnel	are	in	close	communication	with	each	other. 
35.	 The	school	collaborates	with	community	agencies	to	actively	provide	services	to	homeless	children,	youth,	
and	families	in	the	school	community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

Prentiss County School District  Homeless Policy 
 
Prentiss County School District ensures that homeless children and youth are identified in the community, 
enrolled in and have full and equal opportunity to succeed in school. 
 
Prentiss County School District shall ensure that activities carried out in the system will not isolate or stigmatize 
homeless children or youth. 
 
Identified homeless children shall receive educational services for which they are eligible, including Special 
Education, Title I services, and after-school tutoring, free and reduced lunch, counseling, referrals to health and 
other appropriate services. 
 
Prentiss County School District shall ensure that parents and unaccompanied youth are fully informed of all 
transportation services to and from the school of origin and are assisted in accessing services. 
 
Public notice of educational rights of homeless students is disseminated to locations where children and youth 
receive services. 
 
Each homeless child or youth shall be provided services comparable to services offered to other students 
including: transportation services, educational services for which the child or youth meets the eligible criteria, 
such as services provided under Title I, educational programs for children with disabilities, and educational 
programs for students with limited English proficiency, programs in vocational and technical education, programs 
for gifted and talented students, and school nutrition programs. 
 
Each school shall immediately enroll the homeless child or youth, even if the child or youth is unable to produce 
records normally required for enrollment, such as previous academic records, medical records, proof of residency, 
or other documentation. 
 
The enrolling school shall immediately contact the school last attended by the child or youth to obtain relevant 
academic and other records. 
 
If the child or youth needs to obtain immunizations, or immunization or medical records, the enrolling school shall 
immediately refer the parent or guardian of the child or youth to the district liaison who shall assist in obtaining 
necessary immunizations or medical records. 
 
To the extent feasible, a homeless child or youth shall be kept in the school of origin, except when doing so is 
contrary to the wishes of the child’s or youth’s parent or guardian. (See attached Procedures for Resolution of 
Disputes Regarding Placement of Homeless Students) 
 
Prentiss County School District shall provide a written explanation, including a statement regarding the right to 
appeal under the homeless child’s or youth’s parent or guardian, if the LEA sends such child or youth to a school 
other than the school or origin or a school requested by the parent or guardian; and in the case of an 
unaccompanied youth, ensure that the designated homeless liaison assists in placement or enrollment decisions 
under this subparagraph, considers the views of such unaccompanied youth, and provides notice to such 
unaccompanied youth of the right to appeal. 
 
Prentiss County School District’s policy and practice are to ensure that transportation is provided, at the request 
of the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth, to or from the “school of origin”. 
 
If the homeless child or youth continues to live in the district in the area served by the district in which the school 
of origin is located, Prentiss County School District shall provide or arrange for the child’s or youth’s 
transportation to the school of origin. 
 



If the homeless child or youth continues his or her education in the school of origin but begins living in an area 
served by another district, the district of origin and the district in which the homeless child or youth is living will 
agree upon a method to apportion the responsibility and costs for providing the child with transportation to and 
from the school of origin. If the districts cannot agree on a method, the responsibility and costs for transportation 
will be shared equally. 
 
Transportation requirement apply while disputes are being resolved. 
 
Homeless youth and youth separated from the public schools are identified and accorded equal access to 
appropriate secondary education and support services. 

 


